With the Colors 12-8-1942 by Newton Illinois Public Library
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
1942 With the Colors: Jasper County IL ServicemenOverseas, 1941-1945
11-8-1942
With the Colors 12-8-1942
Newton Illinois Public Library
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/with_the_colors_1942
This is brought to you for free and open access by the With the Colors: Jasper County IL Servicemen Overseas, 1941-1945 at The Keep. It has been
accepted for inclusion in 1942 by an authorized administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Newton Illinois Public Library, "With the Colors 12-8-1942" (1942). 1942. 31.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/with_the_colors_1942/31
J;
With the j£J *
Colors
Noel Dean Clark, medical detach­
ment, United States Army, writes his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Victor Clark 
of Yale: “I am feeling fairly well
since I got over pneumonia. I guess 
I told you the last time I wrote I was 
in Africa, didn’t I? I hope by the 
time this reaches you I will have some ; 
mail from the good old U. S. A. and j 
I hope it will be good news. Did you 
get the card saying I arrived safely, 
November 13?
“I am writing you a few lines sit­
ting in the rain by a camp fire, as 
that is the only place we have to 
write, so try your best to read it. I 
will send my address when I get one.
* ‘Here’s a few lines to let you know 
I’m o. k. I came through the battle 
without a scratch. We had three days 
of hard fighting about (censored) and 
most of them were from Company A. 
All were my old buddies. One of our j 
I (censored) got killed too.
I guess I am coming back to the 
U. S. A. I will let you know if and 
when I arrive.
“Afriee is a heck of a place to be. 
Of course the battle is all over now, 
but I don’t see much good about it 
anyway.” $  ^  ^$
Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Bixler of near 
Newton are in receipt of a V-mail 
letter from their son, Fay G. Bixler, 
Ninth ADG Supply squadron, APO 
635, New’York, N. Y. He writes: “I i
hope this finds you well and happy.
I feel fine except for a slight cold and 
am still able to carry on in good 
shape. It’s been two weeks since I 
heard from you but the mail isn’t very 
dependable. '
, ‘The news certainly looks very 
much more promising now, doesn’t it? i 
Are the hunters shooting up all of my « 
quail this year? How is the corn 
crop this year and is dad through i 
husking yet? They don’t have corn : 
over here. i
‘I was fortunate in getting to ] 
spend some time in Nottingham (Eng- 1 
land) and it seems like a fairy tale < 
to have been about Robin Hood’s home ‘ 
and Sherwood forest. I saw the old < 
Tower House tavern where Sir Daun- - 
celot and his knights of old used to - 
hang out.
I saw in the Press where Herb 1 
(Laverl Kennedy) and Reep (Paul \‘< 
Jean Reep) are leaving for the army. ; < 
I haven’t heard from them for four j l 
months.” <
Fay is an aerial gunner in the i
* United States Army Air Forces and is
Stationed in England. ‘* * * * * * *  ,
First Lieutenant Arnold Colpitts, 
Signal Corps section, United States 
Army Air Forces, was in Newton for 
a few hours, Friday, calling on friends 
and looking after some work he had 
done when he was engineer «for the 
Norris Electric Cooperatove. He is 
now stationed in the Andreanoff 
islands in the Aleutian chain south­
west of Alaska at an Army Air Base.
He was recently ordered from Alas­
ka to Florida, making the trip by air 
with the Army Transport Command 
to Seattle, Washington, and thence by 
train. He was on his way back to 
St. Paul, Minnesota, where he ex­
pected to hop off by air for Edmon­
ton, Alberta, Canada, and thence to 
Alaska and the Andreanoffs.
Contrary to popular opinion, he 
says that it isn’t very cold where he 
| is stationed. A month ago when he 
left the lowest temperature they had 
had was about freezing. The Aleu­
tians run southwest and the air base 
where he is located is about due west 
of Seattle. They have been visited 
by Jap planes and bombed.
•I’ ^  'S' •I’
Private Paul Jean Reep, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. V. L. Reep of Newton, writ­
ing to the Press from Lowry field, 
Colorado, says:
‘Just a few lines to let you know 
that everything is o. k. out here at 
Lowry field. I get my Press every 
j Thursday and Monday, just as regular 
as the clock. There is nothing a fel­
low enjoys more than news from 
home, so you know how much I enjoy 
a good Jasper county paper.
“I have been working in the post 
office out here, as a sort of a side line 
from armament school. The other 
day while sorting mail I ran across a 
letter for Private Homer Winter from 
Rose Hill. I went over to see him 
but he wasn’t in the barracks. I 
understood that he is in Photography 
school.
“This post office is really a mad 
house out here with all of the Chris- 
mas rush. There is usually about 
| eight to ten bags of mail to each 
squadron, approximately 600 men, for 
one day.
“I really like school here. We are 
studying the 37 millimeter aircraft 
cannon and the 20 millimeter cannon 
this week. The first week we had 
50 caliber machine guns and 30 cal­
iber the second week. Before we 
graduate we have electricity, bomb 
racks, power turrets, explosives and 
two weeks on the line so we can get 
a little practical experience. After 
seeing all of the armament we have 
on our planes in comparison with the 
Axis, its easy to understand why the 
Allies are going to come out on top.
“Last week I had the opportunity 
to go through a Flying Fortress and , 
a B-24, the two top heavy bombers 
of the Air Force. They are very much 
underrated in all the articles you read 
on them. They have more fire power 
than any other ship in the air.”
His address is Private Paul J. Reep, . 
21st Technical School Squadron , 
(Spec.), Lowry field No, 2, Denver,
Colorado.
Private Raymmond Swisher, writes! 
Raymond Gaede of Newton from Fort 
McClellan, Alabama, “I have eleven 
more days here and then we’ll move 
on; where to, I don’t know. I’d like 
to get in the Air Corps but I don’t 
know yet if I’ll get to or not.
“It is rather cool and foggy down 
here. We don’t see the sun until 9:00 
o’clock here in the valley. There are 
four of us here from Newton. My six 
weeks will be up December 12 and I 
will be glad.”
$ $  $   ^ $
Corporal John F. Weber Jr. sent 
friends in Newton Christmas greet­
ing from the “Near East” by V-mail. 
He is a son of Mr. and Mrs. John F. 
Weber of Newton and is better known 
as “Bud.” His address is Corporal 
John F. Weber Jr., Ninety-eight 
Bomber group, 345th Bomber squad­
ron, APO 1227, New York, N. Y.
Mrs. Ada Boldrey is in receipt of 
a letter from her nephew, Corporal 
Golden G. Swick, written November 5, 
stating that he is well and had land­
ed somewhere overseas. This is the 
first word she has had from him 
since he left Camp Young, Califor­
nia, October 1.
^  sjc ^  ^
Private and Mrs. Will Bickers are 
the proud parents of a seven and 
three-fourths pound daughter, born 
December 1. The little lady has been 
named Clara Mae. Mr. and Mrs. Ar­
thur Bickers of near Newton and Mr. 
and Mrs. Harlen Miller of Willow Hill 
is a great grand-mother.* * * * * *
Private Roscoe H. Miller writes his 
mother, Mrs. Edith Miller of near 
Newton, that he has been transferred 
to Colorado, and that it is quite cold 
there. His address is Private Roscoe 
H. Miller, Headquarters First bat­
talion, 354th Infantry, Eighty-ninth 
division, Camp Carson, Colorado.* * * * * *
Gerald Winterrowd writes from 
Freeport that Irvin G. Winterrowd is i 
now in the United States Army Air j 
Corps at Sheppard field, Texas. His \ 
address is Private Irvin G. Winter­
rowd, 402nd School squadron, Shep­
pard field, Wichita Falls, Texas. * * * * * *
Private Henry Burcham, Company* 
H, 109th Infantry, Camp Livingston, 
Louisiana, is visiting his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jesse Burcham of Newton. 
Henry has been in the Army about 
eighteen months.* * * * * *
Private Francis Rawlings, who is 
at the mountain training center at 
Camp Hale, Colorado, near Colorado 
Springs, is here on a short furlough. 
The camp is in the midst of the 
Rockies. * * * * * *
Francis Marion Cohoon of Yale vi­
cinity and John Connor of Newton 
have been accepted by the Effingham 
Recruiting Station of the United 
States Navy for apprentice seamen.
-;--—Or ■■. - - .... ' "
